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Thomas H. Newton and Alok Ahuja, Judges 

 

 K.K. appeals the judgment terminating her parental rights to her child, H.D.J.K.  K.K. 

argues that the trial court erred in ruling that she willfully abandoned H.D.J.K. because the trial 

court lacked clear, cogent, and convincing evidence that she had not maintained consistent and 

repeated contact with H.D.J.K. and had not provided financial support for H.D.J.K. within the six 

months immediately prior to the filing of the petition.  K.K. further alleges that the trial court 

erred when ruling that termination of her parental rights was in the best interest of H.D.J.K. 

without making specific statutory findings to support this ruling. 

 

 AFFIRMED. 

 

DIVISION I HOLDS: 

 

 We conclude that the trial court terminated K.K.’s parental rights and granted H.D.J.K’s 

adoption on the basis of section 453.040(7) rather than section 211.447.  The findings 

requirements of section 211.447 do not apply to section 453.040(7) adoptions when 

section 211.447 is not pleaded.  A court may grant an adoption without parental consent simply 

based upon a finding either of “willful abandonment” or “willful, substantial and continuous 

neglect” by the natural parent, as provided in section 453.040(7).  Even if this court were to 



assume that K.K.’s allegations were correct and that the trial court in fact lacked clear, cogent, 

and convincing evidence to find willful abandonment, K.K. does not assert error in the trial 

court’s finding of neglect. 
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